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BSA Eagle Scouts

Cody Gelvin, 16, Mike McNally, 20, is
recently completed currently a Life Scout

July 2009

KennedBrownback 2

. his project to ob- working toward the Funding
. tain the rank of rank of Eagle Scout. ] ,
Eagle Scout. He and his friend Zacl Community Educati 2
: Markus, 21, belong to Efforts
Eagle Scoutisthe  Holy Cross Troop 76.
Event Photos 2

highest rank attain- Mike and Zach both
able in the Boy have Down syndromexi_
Scouts of America.
' - The title of Eagle Mi keb&s pro
Scout is held for life. dinating his troop to '
take persons with developmental disabilities on Special Educator 3
Requirements include earning at least 21 merit an overnight at the Omaha zoo. Zach is coordi-| award
badges and demonstrating Scout Spirit, service nating a similar project at the SAC museum.
and leadership. This includes an extensive service Medical Notes 3
project that the Scout plans, organizes, leads andshirley McNally recommends scouting for all
manages. boys. There is no age limit for Scouts with devel-
opmental disabilities. Shirley says that there is a Members Corner 3
For his project, Cody created a balance area for dedicated group of leaders working with the
the permanent back yard classroom at the Mon- boys. If a Scout cannot accomplish a particular
tessori school at 127 tmerithadge, aR alternafive activity @id loe ysubsti- Buddy Walk 2009 4-5
younger brother, Connor, is now working on his tuted.
Eagle Scout project, which will com-

TR Congratulations! [

rPresident3 Lett

New ODSPN
NDSS Unveils the New Public Awareness Strategy, Website with
My Great Story! Message Boarg

My Great Story seeks to honor and celebrate the great stories of the 400,000 Americans living with Down

syndrome by showcasing these stories in a beautiful online storybook. This book will feature inspirationgl Coming Soon!
stories about work, school, friends, family, hobbies, travel, the NDSS Buddy Walk program and more.
Watch your email
NDSS wants to hear your great story! Go to ndss.org for more information and to read the stories of

Sujeet Desai, the Traveler, and Sarah Wolf, the Public Speaker. For the Launch Date
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Funding for
Kennedy-

Brownback
Bill

The Maternal and Child Health

Bureau (MCHB) of the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human

Welcome,
Matt Gibbons!

Services (HHS) is providing funding

to implement the Prenatally and
Postnatally Diagnosed Conditions

Awareness Act (also known as the

KennedyBrownback bill in honor
of the two Senators who originally

championed it). The passage of this

legislation was an extremely high
priority for NDSS and NDSC, the
original sponsor of the bill in the
Senate and the leadership of the
Congressional Down Syndrome
Caucus. The bill was signed into
law by former President Bush on
October 8, 2008. However, it did
not come with any Congressional
appropriations to enact the recom-
mendations. Now, MCHB has dedi-
cated $820,000 in funding for each
of the next four years.

The funding will be awarded
through a federal grant process.
NDSS and NDSC are partnering
with other disability organizations

Matt Gibbons, a gradu-
ate of the Madonna
School, is the new self
advocate on the
ODSPN Board. Matt,
28, is the youngest of
four siblings. He works
at St. Margaret Mary
Church across from
the UNO campus. He
began cleaning the
church part time when

he was 16 years old and still in school.

dee.

Matt is dedicated to his civic duty. He and
his father water the flower baskets in Dun-

When he is not at work or eating lunch with
the guys, Matt likes to watch wrestling. He
enjoys traveling, bike riding and swimming,
and participates in an equestrian club on

Thursdays.

Education
Efforts

ODSPN presented to students majoring

in Physical Education at UNO. ODSPN

also participated in a panel for students

majoring in Special Education at UNO,
and presented to a class of students

receiving their

interns at The

Mastero
cial Education. ODSPN has presented to

Chi

will be teaching individuals with Down

syndrome in their summer drama
classes at The Rose.

ODSPN has also been busy providing
the local hospitals with our Welcome

Bags and our Parents packets. We have

been to Lakeside, Immanuel Medical
Center, UNMC, Clarkson, Creighton

and Methodist.

Mini Golf Event, June 13, 2009

to submit a proposal as a combined

applicant. By the end of the year,
announcement will be made on
which applicant will receive the
funding.

Thanks to a grant from the
Oliver and Ferrol Barklage
Foundation, ODSPN is cur-
rently working on our prena-
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care providers and expectant
parents.
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